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mission was accorded to me, I began by saying
that, unlike the young professor, I knew my bet'
ters when I saw them and I had never thought
that my short stories were the best in the world.
"But the ignorance of Oxford is such," I contin'
ued, "that you don't even know what are the
greatest short stories.

"The greatest story in the world long or short is
the story told by Jesus of 'The Woman Taken in
Adultery.1 Not two hundred words in length, it
is full of detail and glows with local color. For the
first time it seems to me Jesus was caught: He had
said time and again that He was come to fulfill
the Law; and now the Jews caught him: 'The law
says the adulterous woman should be stoned to
death; but what sayest thou?' And He stooped
and wrote upon the ground 'as though he heard
them not.' For the first time he realised, I think,
that he had not come to fulfill the cruel law of
Moses that demanded an eye for an eye. He went
to counsel with His own soul and brought forth
the new Gospel: lHe that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her/

"As soon as this was said all prisons vanished
from the earth, and hospitals took their places;
all judges and justicers became ridiculous, and
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